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Murder, assault, robbery, revolution, and riot; prostitution, love, marriage, and funeral marches; all 
have taken place on the bridges that cross the Seine in Paris.

The history of these bridges begins before the birth of Christ. In 52 bc Julius Caesar conquered Paris; the 
earliest recorded mention of the bridges is found in De Bello Gallico, Caesar’s Gallic War commentaries. 
Most of the later history evolves from around the time of the Middle Ages and thereafter.

In the early days of the city, the population of Paris was concentrated on the Île de la Cité, the surrounding 
river serving as a natural barrier against invasion by land. Consequently, the earliest Paris bridges were 
built to connect the island to the left and right banks of the Seine. Before the existence of any bridges, river 
crossings were made by ferry. Today, eight bridges link the Île de la Cité to the riverbanks and one connects 
to the Île Saint-Louis.

One of the eight, the Pont Neuf is the oldest standing bridge, opened by King Henri IV in 1607. It 
connects the tip of the Île de la Cité to both the left bank and the right bank of the Seine. The original bridge 
has undergone numerous works of preservation and maintenance but the design of the bridge remains as it 
was when first built.

The oldest bridge site, however, is where the Pont Notre-Dame now stands. Numerous bridges have 
existed at this site since antiquity. Time after time those bridges were destroyed and subsequently rebuilt.

The newest bridge is the Passerelle Simone de Beauvoir, which opened in 2006. For use by pedestrians 
and bicycles only, the footbridge is the only Paris bridge to be named in honor of a woman.

These thirty-five bridges have functioned as the arteries of Paris for millennia.  
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ChronologiCal SequenCe of ConStruCtion

This list represents the dates that the bridge in use today was constructed or opened for use. Many of 
these bridges were preceded by bridges in the same locations—and many times with the same names—
which were subsequently destroyed, or replaced by the present bridge. Some of the earliest bridges date 
back to antiquity.

# Bridge Date

1 Pont Neuf 1607

2 Pont Marie 1635

3 Pont Royal 1689

4 Pont de la Concorde 1791

5 Pont d’Iéna 1814

6 Pont de l’Archevêché 1828

7 Pont National 1853

8 Petit Pont 1853

9 Pont d’Arcole 1854

10 Pont d’Austerlitz 1854

11 Pont des Invalides 1856

12 Pont Saint-Michel 1857

13 Pont au Change 1860

14 Pont Louis-Philippe 1862

15 Pont de Bercy 1864

16 Pont Sully 1876

17 Pont de Tolbiac 1882

18 Pont au Double 1883

19 Pont Mirabeau 1893

# Bridge Date

20 Passerelle Debilly 1900

21 Pont Alexandre III 1900

22 Viaduc d’Austerlitz 1904

23 Pont de Bir-Hakeim 1904

24 Pont Notre-Dame 1914

25 Pont de la Tournelle 1928

26 Pont du Caroussel 1939

27 Pont de Grenelle 1968

28 Pont du Garigliano 1966

29 Pont Saint-Louis 1970

30 Pont de l’Alma 1976

31 Pont des Arts 1984

32 Pont Rouelle 1988

33 Pont Charles de Gaulle 1996

34 Passerelle Léopold- 
Sédar-Senghor

2000

35 Passerelle Simone de 
Beauvoir

2006

Sources:
1. Laboratoire Central des Ponts et Chaussées
2. Port Autonome de Paris
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Toward the end of World War II the Paris bridges nearly met with catastrophe. As the Allied forces 
continued to advance following the Normandy landings, it became evident the Nazis would be driven 
from Paris. Hitler had ordered Paris defended to the last man, and demanded that the city not fall into 
Allied hands except as “a field of ruins.” He ordered his military commander in Paris, General Dietrich 
von Choltitz, to plant explosives at Paris’s great monuments, train stations, and bridges. On August 25, 
1944, with the Allies approaching, Hitler gave the order to destroy the city. General von  Choltitz refused 
to obey. It is said he refused because he did not want to go down in history as the man who destroyed 
Europe’s most celebrated city.

Bridges constructed prior to the late eighteenth century normally had houses and shops built directly on 
them. The thinking of the time was that the weight of the buildings provided more stability; this was later 
proved erroneous. Floods, ice floes, fires, boat collisions, and structural failures frequently destroyed the 
bridges. The collapsing bridges took the houses and shops down with them, and often their occupants as 
well. In 1769 Louis XV finally outlawed the construction of houses on the bridges, but it took until 1808 
for the last building to be removed.

For many centuries bridges were built of wood. Successive bridges were built of stone, and then 
came bridges constructed from metal—first in cast iron, fastened together with bolts and rivets, and later 
from wrought iron. The first metal bridge, the Pont des Arts, was built in 1803. Later bridges were built 
of concrete, followed by reinforced concrete; others were built using steel in place of iron. Most of the 
bridges built in the twentieth century and thereafter have been steel, reinforced concrete, or a combination 
of the two materials.

Today, thirty-five bridges cross the Seine between the upstream and downstream boundaries of the 
Boulevard Périphérique, the four-lane expressway that encircles Paris. Twenty-six bridges accommodate 
pedestrian and automotive traffic; four are passerelles (footbridges) restricted to pedestrian and bicycle 
traffic; two are dedicated to rail traffic only; and three accommodate all three modes of transportation: 
automotive, pedestrian, and rail traffic.

The river winds 14 kilometers (8.5 miles) from the first bridge upstream, the Pont National, to the last 
bridge downstream, the Pont du Garigliano.
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35 Bridges Cross the seine
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As you walk around Paris today, it is easy to fail to notice the bridges. But to do so is to miss much of 
the beauty of Paris. In the following pages we will take a look at them, traveling downstream from the 
Pont National. The bridges have been divided into four groups. In the first group are the upstream bridges; 
in the second are the bridges on the two islands, Île de la Cité and Île Saint-Louis; in the third group 
are the bridges from Pont des Arts, at the Louvre, to Pont des Invalides; and in the fourth group are the 
downstream bridges. The groups appear as shown in the following chart:

Bridges Upstream

1 Pont National

2 Pont de Tolbiac

3 Passerelle Simone de Beauvoir

4 Pont de Bercy

5 Pont Charles de Gaulle

6 Viaduc d’Austerlitz

7 Pont d’Austerlitz

Island Bridges

8 Pont Sully

9 Pont de la Tournelle

10 Pont Marie

11 Pont Louis-Philippe

12 Pont Saint-Louis

13 Pont de l’Archevêché

14 Pont au Double

15 Pont d’Arcole

16 Petit Pont

17 Pont Notre-Dame

18 Pont Saint-Michel

19 Pont au Change

20 Pont Neuf 

Louvre - Invalides

21 Pont des Arts

22 Pont du Carrousel

23 Pont Royal

24 Passerelle Léopold-Sédar-Senghor

25 Pont de la Concorde

26 Pont Alexandre III

27 Pont des Invalides

Downstream Bridges

28 Pont de l’Alma

29 Passerelle Debilly

30 Pont d’Iéna

31 Pont de Bir-Hakeim

32 Pont Rouelle

33 Pont de Grenelle

34 Pont Mirabeau

35 Pont du Garigliano
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Let’s begin our tour. . .
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PoNT 
NaTioNal

Traveling downstream, the Pont National is the first bridge in the 
chain of thirty-five that cross the Seine in the city of Paris.

Both sides of the river are heavily industrialized, with cement plants, 
warehouses, factories, and a large sewage treatment plant with two gigantic 
smokestacks belching clouds of thick smoke twenty-four hours a day. The 
landscape is undergoing a process of renewal and rebuilding that will 
eventually change its face.

Construction of the Pont National (originally named the Pont Napoleon 
III) started in 1852 and was completed in 1853. It was the first bridge built 
under the Second French Empire, when Napoleon III reigned as emperor 
from 1852 to 1870. During that time, Paris experienced one of the most 
active construction and renewal periods in the city’s history, including the 
building of five new bridges over the Seine.

In 1870, following the defeat of France at the Battle of Sedan in the 
Prussian war, where Napoleon III and his entire army were captured, the 
bridge was renamed the Pont National.

Pont National:
View from the right bank with École 
Nationale Supérieure-School of Architecture 
on the left bank.
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The bridge was built to link the city’s military fortifications on each side of the river, and to create a 
crossing point for the Petite Ceinture, a rail line that circled the perimeter of the city. Reduced usage and 
the expansion of the Paris Metro system meant the rail line stopped carrying passengers in July 1934. At 
the time of writing, the abandoned rails at the Pont National can still be seen.

In 1936, the size of the bridge was doubled to accommodate the crossing of the Boulevards Maréchaux, 
a collection of linked boulevards encircling the city that are still in use today. The expansion was achieved 
by adding a second, identical structure onto the upstream side of the existing bridge. Although the work 
began in 1936, World War II delayed its completion until 1944.

The most recent change to the Pont National, inaugurated in December 2012, was the expansion of 
the T3 tramway. The Pont National is the only Paris bridge to carry the T3, a modern tramway system 
designed to follow the circular route of the Boulevards Maréchaux and to accommodate three hundred 
thousand passengers daily. To support the T3 and to avoid the need for another support leg in the Seine, a 
cantilevered design attached to the existing bridge was chosen. Using three 300-ton cranes, the construction 
of the expansion was accomplished in just one week, with all the work being done at night to avoid 
interruption of the river traffic.

With the T3 and new bicycle lanes, the Pont National has a fresh new face.  
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Pont National:
Right bank-industrial area.
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